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WATER SAFETY POLICY 
 

 

Quality Area 2. Children’s Health and Safety 

Element 2.3.2 Every reasonable precaution is taken to protect children from 

harm and any hazard likely to cause injury. 
Aim:  

 

Water safety 

 To ensure that children are safe and risks are minimised when they have 

access to water based activities.   

 To ensure that children are educated on the risks and safety limits 

associated with water based activities.   

 To maintain supervision during all water based activities.   

 

Stagnant Water  

 To ensure that water does not remain stagnant in areas of play at the centre.   

 

Excursions 

 To determine if children will have access to water during any excursion.   

 

Toileting 

 Young children – Nursery and Toddlers, should not be left alone to access 

toilets.   

 Junior Kindy, Kindy and Preschool will be monitored for bathroom access.   

 

Access to hot water   

 Children should be protected from hot water at the centre.  

 

Safe Drinking Water  

 Children should have access to safe drinking water throughout each 

day.         

              

 

 

Procedure: 

 

Water safety:   

 Staff should ensure that children are supervised during all water based 

activities.   

 Water troughs and other water storage units (such as blow up pools) should 

be emptied after use.   

 Staff should ensure that the ground is suitable for water based activities – 

non-slip flooring, even ground base for water trough stands.   

 Children should be given limits and guidelines prior to commencing water 

based activities and reminded of these during the activity.   

 Wet floors and mats should be dried using the mop and bucket, paper 

towel, or towels, depending on the nature of the wet floor.   

 

Stagnant water:   

 Staff should check for water that has been trapped in areas after heavy 

rainfall or water play.  Any water should be tipped out of entrapment areas 

to ensure there is no stagnant water – this will also assist with the reduction 

of mosquito breeding.   
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Excursions:    

 The Director will complete a risk assessment to ensure that excursions are deemed safe with minimal 

to no access to large areas of water (lakes, rivers, dams, etc).  This will be dependent upon where the 

excursion is and what it entails.  A visit to a farm or zoo may include water for animals; therefore the 

Director’s risk assessment will reflect how the risk of access to children is minimised.   

 

Toileting:  

 Staff will supervise the Nursery and Toddler children when in the bathroom.  Children will not be 

left alone when toileting and hand washing in the bathroom.   

 Children should be educated about hygiene when in the bathroom.   

 

Access to hot water:   

 Hot water should be accessible to staff at hand washing basins and areas where nappy changes are 

undertaken.  Children should refrain from accessing these areas.   

 Removable taps are used where possible (Junior Kindy).   

 The centre has a regulated temperature for hot water that does not allow the hot water to reach past a 

set temperature.  According to Kidsafe QLD, water temperatures should not exceed 50 degrees 

Celsius.   

 When making play dough, the staff will add and mix the hot water into their dry mix in the staff 

room to avoid taking hot water outside of the staffroom.   

 Warm water should be used when mixing up ‘Yellow Bottles (Dishwashing liquid solutions)’.   

 Baby bottles should be warmed in the bottle warmer.  The water should be suitable for children to 

drink.  The bottle warmer should be checked to ensure the water is not left on, where the water can 

then evaporate or heat bottles too high.   

 Hot water for hot beverages (tea, coffee, etc.) should not be taken through the centre when children 

are present.   

 

Safe Drinking Water  

 Boiled water for drinking in the Nursery should be left to cool either at room temperature or placed 

in the refrigerator for drinking. Cool and room temperature water is suitable for drinking in the 

Nursery.   

 Sippy are accessible to children at regular intervals throughout the day for children in our Nursery 

and Toddler groups.   

 Parents are encouraged to supply drink bottles with water for children to access throughout the day.  

These are located in each of the Junior Kindy, Kindy and Preschool rooms.   

 Water bubblers are accessible to children when in the backyard and in Preschool.   

 Children are offered water at morning tea, lunch, and can ask for more water if they require.   

 Staff top up water cups and drink bottles as often as required.   

 At appropriate times, staff discuss the importance of drinking plenty of water during the day.   

 Staff will encourage children to drink throughout the day if they feel it is necessary (in hot weather, 

or if children are not drinking enough fluids during the day).   

 

 

Information Fact Sheets 

 Information on childhood drowning and hot water scalds can be found from Kidsafe NSW.  

http://www.kidsafensw.org/imagesDB/wysiwyg/Hotwaterburnlikefire2010.pdf 

 

 

 Information on reduction of dengue fever and mosquito breeding can be found from Queensland 

Health.  http://www.health.qld.gov.au/dengue/ 
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